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December 2011 
Merry Christmas to the community of St Bonaventureôs. 

This term has been both exciting and tiring. Our boys have worked 

exceptionally hard and deserve a well-earned rest. You will have all received 

your first set of reports and I hope that you like the new format. I hope you were 

pleased with how your son has performed. 

I wish you all a Holy holiday and a prosperous, peaceful new year. God bless 

you all. 

Attendance 
 

Year 7 =  98.3%  
 

7A - 98.0%      7B - 98.2% 

7C - 98.0%      7F - 97.2% 

7G - 98.7%      7H - 98.5% 

7W - 99.4% 

 
Year 8 =  97.4%  

 

8A - 98.5%      8B - 97.7% 

8C - 98.2%      8F - 95.5% 

8G - 97.9%      8H - 96.4% 

8W - 97.5% 

 

Year 9 =  96.3%  
 

9A - 95.8%      9B - 98.6% 

9C - 96.7%      9F - 98.3% 

9G - 91.4%      9H - 94.8% 

9W - 98.5% 

 
Year 10 =  96.7%  

 

10A - 98.8%    10B - 95.7% 

10C - 96.3%    10F - 97.8% 

10G - 94.8%    10H - 95.6% 

10W - 97.5% 

 
Year 11 =  97.2%  

 

11A - 95.4%    11B - 97.8% 

11C - 95.7%    11F - 98.1% 

11G - 97.7%    11H - 98.2% 

11W - 97.6% 

 
Whole School =  97.2%  

What is Christmas really 

abouté? 

Is it just about the presents? Or is it 

about the gift of family? Is it about the 

birth of our saviour? Or is it about the 

coming of Santa? Do we really 

understand the true meaning of 

Christmas? Do we really understand the 

message of God? Do we know how to 

accept Jesus into our hearts? 
 

 

Will we know how to react if he comes to us? Do we know everything 

we need to know about Jesus Christ? 
 

We should prepare ourselves for the coming of Christmasé We 

should learn to accept and respect the gifts given to us by Godé We 

should learn how to strengthen our faithé We should learn the true 

meaning of Christmas and in doing this, we will be a step closer to 

God and his kingdom! 
   

-Dawid Wolynski G&T in RE 

All of the staff at St Bons would 

like to wish our boys and their 

families a happy, holy and 

peaceful Christmas and a 

wonderful New Year. We hope 

that you all enjoy a safe and 

restful Christmas holiday and 

look forward to seeing you on 

the first day of the Spring Term,  

Friday 6th January 

2012 



Our School Community 

Sixth Form Charity Fundraisers 

On Thursday 8th December the Sixth Form 

raised money for CAFOD through a non 

uniform day. Remembering our commitment 

to 'Love our Neighbours' during this season of 

Advent, the Sixth Form raised over £500 to 

support CAFOD in the hard work they do 

here and overseas. This is in addition to their efforts as individual 

form classes to fill up Christmas hampers which will be donated to 

local families in Newham this Christmas. This is an annual event in 

Sixth Form and these hampers will be presented to Fr Denis at our 

Sixth Form Christmas Liturgy. 

Sponsored Walk 

On 18th November, St Bonaventureôs boys swapped the comfort of their 

warm classrooms for the slightly breezier West Ham Park. Our boys took 

part in our annual sponsored walk, completing laps around the entire park 

to raise money for Brentwood Catholic Childrenôs Society. The boys all 

did brilliantly and weôre so proud of all the money theyôve raised! Well 

done, boys! 

Christmas Carol Concert 

On Thursday 15th December, St Angelaôs and St Bonaventureôs came 

together to perform in a joint Christmas Carol Concert. The St Bonaventureôs 

Choir and Gospel Choir, 

Sixth Form Choir and all of 

our musicians should be very 

proud. The evening went 

brilliantly and was both well 

attended and thoroughly 

enjoyed. Special thanks to 

Mr Bowers-Broadbent, who 

worked so hard to help put 

the concert together so 

beautifully. It was a lovely 

way to prepare for the 

coming of Christ. 

Keep up to date 

Always know whatôs going on 

at St Bons by ólikingô óSt 

Bonsô on Facebook, 

downloading our new óSt 

Bonaventure'sô iPhone App 

available for free from the App 

Store, or by visiting our 

website www.stbons.org 

Spring Term Dates  

Thursday 5th January 

-Inset Day 

ðððððððððð 

Friday 6th January 

-First day of the Spring 

Term 

ðððððððððð 

13th February-17th 

February 

-Half Term Holidays 

ðððððððððð 

Friday 6th April  

-Last day of the Spring 

Term 

ðððððððððð 



Young Enterprise 
On Thursday 3rd November a group of 8 boys from  

this yearôs Young Enterprise company went to State 

Street Bank, 20 Churchill Place London E14 5HJ to 

participate in the Young Enterprise Learn to Earn 

programme.  
 

The programme is aimed at giving the students an 

insight into the world of work. It was an opportunity 

for our boys to engage with students from other 

schools and also to meet workers from the Financial 

Sector and to ask them questions about their careers. It 

was a fantastic opportunity for the students to see what 

life is like in the financial district of London. 
 

During the day the boys were engaged in various 

activities, including budgeting based on their chosen 

career, monthly income and life style. This was a great 

opportunity for them to compare jobs and salaries 

within the same field. (eg Doctor compare to Nurse) 

The students also had the opportunity to see what it is 

like in one of the many dealing rooms in the City. 
 

Once again the boys from St. Bons were very 

successful, with the majority of them gaining at least 4 

out of 6 job offers.  

 

 

(Photos from one of the Learn to Earn 

sessions at State Street Bank) 

£510 raised for NSPCC 

On Friday 2nd December it 

was NSPCC Number Day 

for ChildLine.  To raise 

awareness and much needed funds for this great cause, 

Bonôs boys took to wearing numbers as each student was 

asked to bring a donation for the right to swap their 

uniform. The total raised was £510 which will go direct 

to ChildLine - which allows children to contact specially 

trained counselors with any problems they might have. 

This free phone and website service is available 24 hours 

a day, 7 days a week to offer much needed support for 

the most vulnerable young people in our society. 
 

Many thanks to all who generously contributed. God 

Bless. 

Web: www.childline.org.uk 

Tel: 0800 1111 

Mathematics 
Love Maths? Love Video 

Games? 

Why not do both? A new club is 

starting at St Bons ï Manga High!  

When? Every Wednesday 3.30 ï 

4.30 

Where? Room 53 

Interested? See Mr Quinn. 

Help with Maths is on itôs wayé 

After Christmas, sixth formers 

will be working with Year 7 and 8 

students on Maths homework and 

problems. This will be every 

Thursday lunchtime by invitation 

only.  

See you there!  



Literacy 
Christmas Card Writing Competition  

Well done to all the boys who entered the Christmas card 

writing competition 2011. It was very difficult for Ms 

Carvalho and Ms Templeman to choose the winnersï all of 

the boys who entered had put a great deal of effort into their 

designs and Christmas messages and we thought that they 

were all beautiful! 

The winners of the Christmas card writing competition were: 

Alton Mathew-Moghan, Year 7 

Anand Thiruthanathil, Year 7 

Ajay Amalor, Year 9 

George Gilbey, Year 8 

The winning cards have been produced and are on sale in the 

staffroom, with all proceeds raised going to charity. 

Short Story Writing Competition  

Budding young story writers met for the launch party in the library on Thursday 8th December. 

They were treated to an hour of festive, literary fun as well as nibbles and drinks. Ms Waldron, 

Ms Templeman and Ms Charles were delighted with not only the number of boys who were keen 

to take part, but also with the lovely atmosphere at the launch party. We are already looking 

forward to our second meeting in the New Year, where we will enjoy more writing-related fun 

and games and learn about what makes a good short story from published authors, 

EAL (English as an Additional Language) 

This term, we have been working with KS3 and KS5 students, and have the pleasure of 

announcing the following students who have produced outstanding work: 

Anthony Suriyakanthun, 7F 

Linfan Siddiqi, 8F 

Konrad Swiezowski, 9B  

 

The Academic English Writing Skills Club is pleased to announce the progress and hard work of 

all the individual students that have participated this term.  To celebrate these achievements of 

the students so far, they enjoyed a pizza party with refreshments.   

 

Would you like to improve your writing skills at KS5?  Improve the standard of work that you 

produce by being able to communicate your work in a clear, confident and sophisticated way? 

 

Join our English Writing skills twilight on Thursday's in Room 16 (Technology Corridor) from 

January 2012.  Students who are interested in making a difference to their writing and gain useful 

and practical tips need to speak to Ms Bunting. 



PE 

Football 

Many fixtures have been played throughout 

the year, the boys have had many extra-

curricular opportunities and have represented 

the school with excellent sportsmanship and 

have been rewarded with some great 

performances. 
 

The season has been a story of penalty 

shootouts, we have taken part in less than 5 

penalty shootouts, winning three and losing 

two. It must be said whether score or miss, 

the boys have been extremely strong to stand up in the face of pressure and take one. 
 

The Year 10sô best performance of the season was to beat 

the national champions and the Year 11s produced an 

astonishing performance to beat Whitgift, their old nemesis. 
 

George Dwobeng, Norman Pitoula and Eric Duah have 

represented the Essex County side, this is an excellent 

achievement. Duanne Young and Francis Baptiste have been 

superb for the Year 7s.  
 

We have been lucky 

enough to experience 

some great weather at 

the field of dreams on 

a Saturday morning. 

After Christmas the weather may get a little colder but we 

still look forward to lots of games being played and can 

enjoy a nice cup of hot Bovril afterwards. 
 

Basketball 

The Basketball season is nearly upon us and we the boys have been 

training hard in the mornings before School. The year sevens look 

very strong and we hope that they will progress well in the Newham 

league. Jo Junior and Ben 

Moranan have achieved national 

recognition by being called up 

to the England squad. The 

national games will begin in 

December and the boys will 

need to be focused and well 

prepared for the high standard 

of these games.  



Art  
Year 8 Project Based Learning 

It has been an exciting and busy Term in Art with 

many activities and opportunities for our students. 

Back in October, we collaborated with the English 

Department on a Yr.8 project looking at visual 

literacy. We took a group of students to the Tate 

Britain Gallery to see an installation art work. 

Back in the class room, pupils recreated internal 

spaces to explore how language and narrative can 

work as an installation. 

 

Year 11 Graffiti Project  

Also this Term, the Yr.11 Art GCSE class 

worked with visiting Graffiti artists to 

transform the wall between next to the 

school canteen. They wanted to 

commemorate and celebrate the life of one 

of our students who we sadly lost last year. 

Ailton died tragically and violently, these 

students wanted to ensure that a positive 

message of harmony and reconciliation 

should live on after his death. 
Year 9 Gifted and Talented 

The Art department has been running an after school Gifted and 

Talented Club for Yr.9 pupils every Monday. This is an 

opportunity for students who have a particular flare in Art to spend 

time developing their work in a more challenging and independent 

direction. Ms Huddle reports that these boys have been extremely 

committed to their studies. 

Life Drawing in the Sixth Form 

This Term, Yr.12 and 13 sixth Form classes have been able to work 

directly from a professional Life Model. This opportunity will have an 

enormously beneficial impact on their final grades and Portfolio which 

should give them a real advantage during interviews for University. 

GCSE Coursework 

The GCSE Coursework deadlines are 

fast approaching; it seems such a short 

amount of time since these students 

began their journey in year 10! We 

wanted to share just a few examples of 

the excellent work they are producing 

as part of their Portrait Unit. Good 

luck with the Mock Exams and the 

final months before the public 

examinations begin. 

Stephen Enyioma               Keanu Arcadio               Kevin East  



Drama 
Year 11 GCSE ï Comic Triumph  

Our GCSE group just performed a series of pieces passed on the 

theme of time to a very appreciative audience. This was work 

that they created from improvisation themselves and I think we 

were all impressed with the sophisticated level of storytelling and 

comedy. WATCH THIS SPACE FOR MORE SHOWS 

NEXT TERM!!  

Sixth Form Drama Exam 

Year 13ôs are working hard, rehearsing their 

duologues in preparation for a Trinity and 

Guildhall Speech and Drama exam which will 

take place in  January. 

Shalom Baby! 

Year 10ôs were treated to a great show at the local 

Theatre Royal Stratford East this term. They were 

of course fabulously well behaved and once again 

got great comments from the staff there. As well as 

this they loved the play and had loads to talk about 

afterwards!  My work is done! 

Shakespeare For All 

Years 11, 12 and 13 

all got a treat when 

E15 came into the 

school to perform óA 

Midsummer Nightôs 

Dreamô for us. 

Drama Club 

This term we have had a great group of 

boys from year 7-10 taking part in 

drama club work shopping ideas  based 

on Dickens óA Christmas Carolô. 

Library  
The schoolôs book club has continued to be a great success 

this term. We have over 20 boys from Years 7-11 who attend 

the book club every Friday at lunchtime to discuss books 

theyôve read during the week. 

The boys had a lovely Christmas pizza party 

together, where prizes were handed out to the boys 

who had won the Book Cover Design Competition 

and certificates were given to the boys who have 

shown a continuous commitment to book club. 

The book club is run by Ms Masset and Ms Glascott, 

so please see one of them if you are interested in 

joining the club after the Christmas holidays. 



Science 
Project Based Learning 

Year 8 project based learning in October was a trip to the 

Science museum in South Kensington and a chance to 

explore óHow Science Worksô as well as watch a major 

3D space exploration documentary. 

Practical exploration of Forces.  

It ended up with the pupil flying 

forwards at some speed! 

Experimenting with sound.  

Pupils allowed to shout at each 

other! 

Problem solving 

Use the levers to move the 

ball in the right direction. 

Biology 

Students explored samples under microscopes and observed 

some dissection of hearts and eyes.  Not for the faint hearted! 
 

Chemistry 

Students watched a demonstration of simple titrations and an 

investigation into stomach remedies.  Our valiant demonstrator 

worked all the way through the evening and fielded a range of 

questions! 
 

Physics 

Students investigated experiments to do with light, electricity, 

friction and momentum as they looked around the Physics lab. 

Upcoming Enrichment Activities 

KS3: A G&T chemistry club show- highly interactive fun show  

to learn about chemical reactions. 

KS4: A G&T óDragons Denô session with a panel of scientists 

who will judge the boys inventions to help solve global warming. 

We have some interactive career talks with activities lined up for KS5 Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics on Astronomy, Biomedical Research, Video Game Design, Polar Exploring, Forensic 

Science, Analytical Chemistry 

EDF Energy Olympics Outreach are coming in to do some sessions on impact of the 

Olympics and alternate energy sources. This will be run by an ex-Bons boy who is doing a PHD 

sponsored by EDF. 

 


